
LL4436V/LL5436V/LL6436V FAMILY LAW AND PRACTICE 
 
 
Welcome to Family Law and Practice. The course description is set out below.  
 
The course convenor is Adjunct Assistant Professor Colin Tan.  
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 
This course will cover family law and practice in Singapore, with an emphasis on marriage, 
divorce and ancillary matters as follows:  
 

• On the law of marriages, the requirements of a valid formation of marriage and 
marital obligations of spouses to each other including issues of maintenance, 
children and protection against family violence will be covered. 

 
• On the law of nullity, divorce and judicial separation, the jurisdictional 

requirements for divorces and relevant procedure will be covered. 
 

• On ancillary matters, areas covered will include division of assets, maintenance and 
children’s issues. 

 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES AND OBJECTIVES 
 
After successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 

• Identify legal issues that arise in the context of family cases; 
 

• Find applicable statutory law that applies to underlying legal issues that arise within 
family dispute resolution; 
 

• Demonstrate competence and understanding of family law through the use of 
proper legal terminology and application of the law in oral and written format to 
construct factual and legal arguments to support each side of legal disputes;  
 

• Apply the doctrinal rules and principles in order to resolve legal problems and 
advise clients on their rights in family cases; 
 

• Understand the role of different dispute resolution mechanisms in family law; 
 

• Understand the ethos of the family justice system in Singapore and Therapeutic 
Justice objectives and outcomes. 
 
 

COURSE METHOD 
 
The course will be conducted in weekly seminar sessions of 3 hours each, with a break 
after the first hour.  



 
 
COURSE DESIGN  
 
This course will be taught primarily through a mixture of lecturing, discussion and 
problem-solving, with an expectation of a high level of participation from the students.  
 
Students are expected to have done the assigned readings before coming to class.  
 
We will discuss topics during the course of the semester that may touch upon personal life 
experiences and every student is entitled to have their own personal views respected by the 
class.  
 
 
ASSESSMENT METHOD 
 
Class Participation (based on attendance, participation and discussion during the seminars): 
20% 
 
Final Exam (6-hour open book take-home examination): 80% (5000 words including 
footnotes) 
 
 
RECOMMENDED REFERENCES 
 
Leong Wai Kum, Elements of Family Law in Singapore (LexisNexis, 2018) (3rd Edition)  
 
Leong Wai Kum, Principles of Family Law in Singapore (Butterworths, 1997) 
 
Debbie Ong, International Issues in Family Law in Singapore (Academy Publishing, 
2015) 
 
Tricia Ho, Family Law (2019) Singapore Academy of Law Annual Review of Singapore 
Cases, Singapore Academy of Law  
 
Tricia Ho, Family Law (2020) Singapore Academy of Law Annual Review of Singapore 
Cases, Singapore Academy of Law  
 
The Art of Family Lawyering (The Law Society of Singapore, 2019) 
 
Women’s Charter (Cap. 343, 2009 Revised Edition) 
 
Family Justice Act 2014 (No. 27 of 2014) 
 
Guardianship of Infants Act (Cap. 122, 1985 Revised Edition) 
 
Additional readings will be assigned for specific seminars.  
 
Students will be expected to read such cases and statutory provisions as are indicated for 
each week. Access to Singapore case reports is available at www.lawnet.com.sg. 
 

http://www.lawnet.com.sg/


 
 
CLASS SCHEDULE1 
 

Seminar/Week No. Topic 

 
1 
 

Introduction to family law  
• Overview 
• History 
• Court structure 

2 
Marriages 

• Formalities and substantive requirements 
• Void and voidable marriages 

3 
Family violence and protection orders 

• Substantive law 
• Procedure 

4 

Divorce 
• Jurisdiction 
• Ground and facts 
• Procedure 

5 & 6 

Children 
• Custody, care and control, and access 
• Ancillary matters orders 
• Guardianship of Infants Act 
• Practical issues 
• Relocation 

7 & 8 

Division of matrimonial assets 
• Asset pool and valuation 
• Just and equitable division 
• Methodology 
• Gifts 
• Inheritance 
• CPF monies 
• Third party interests 
• Discovery and interrogatories 
• Other issues 

9 

Maintenance 
• Ancillary matters orders 
• s69 of the Women’s Charter 
• Enforcement 

10 

Dispute resolution in the Courts 
• Litigation 
• Mediation 
• Therapeutic Justice 

11 Practical issues in family law 
• Theory vs practice 

                                                 
1     Note: The above syllabus/schedule is meant only as a guide and is subject to amendment. 



• Practical issues that a lawyer would encounter 

12 

Other areas in family law 
• Overview 
• Mental capacity 
• Adoption 
• Probate 

 
 
CONCLUDING REMARKS 
 
This is a subject that helps you appreciate an aspect of the law that is very much a part of, 
and relevant to daily life, and it will equip you with relevant knowledge that will last you a 
lifetime.  
 
I look forward to welcoming you to the course. 
 

 
Colin Tan 
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